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Message from the Dean
Greetings from Gainesville!
I’m honored to have been appointed as the new dean for
the College of Veterinary Medicine here at the University
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of Florida, where I’ve joined a world-class institution with
outstanding faculty, staff, students and alumni. UF CVM
has both strong traditions and outstanding reputations
in service, teaching, and research, and I look forward to

Monitoring
manatee hearts

serving in my new leadership role.
As I embark on my tenure as dean, UF President Bernie
Machen, the governor, and the Florida Legislature have
provided the initial context for our collective journey:

8

New species
of parasite

Dean James W. Lloyd

Together they envision UF as a top 10 public research
university nationally, and the pre-eminent institution in the
state of Florida.

What can we do here at the college to help UF achieve this pre-eminence vision? The answer is
pretty straightforward: We need to be the best at what we do best.
• Service: Outstanding clinical programs exist at UF CVM, stemming from a teaching
hospital that is literally second to none in the world, and a clinical faculty and staff of
the same caliber. For UF to achieve top 10 status, we need to recognize and maintain
these strengths and build our future on that solid foundation.
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Alum brings home
the (Chris P.) Bacon

•	Teaching: Although we consistently graduate top quality veterinarians, curricular
review is needed to maintain and enhance that quality. The review process also will
provide a key piece of preparation for our upcoming accreditation site visit, which will
take place late in 2015. Using both the National Association of American Veterinary
Medical Colleges (NAVMEC) report and our own assessment of the changing
landscape in the veterinary medical profession as our context, we’ll seek to build our
top 10 reputation as an educational institution on the quality of our graduates.
•	Research: To truly be pre-eminent, UF CVM will need to boast a strong blend
of basic (biomedical sciences) and translational (applied/clinical) research to
complement its strong teaching and clinical service programs. The core of this

18

Florida panther
recuperating

program exists in the college, but we’ll be working to strengthen our externally
funded research through new and innovative collaborations with the UF Health
Science Center and the UF Institute for Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS).
So, we have lots to do. To get started, I look forward to working together with faculty, staff,
students, alumni and other stakeholders this fall to identify our strategic priorities and to develop
initial action plans around the top issues.
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Pre-eminence won’t be achieved or sustained in isolation. As a leading institution,
we will need to be actively engaged with our stakeholders to communicate even
better what we do here at the college and to develop a clear understanding of our
stakeholders’ needs.
We hold a deep and long-term commitment to improving animal, human and
environmental health, and all of you have a stake in our future in some way. As we
move forward together, I welcome the opportunity to work with you toward achieving

Dean James W. Lloyd

UF CVM faculty, staff and students joined administrators from all over campus to officially welcome Dean James W. Lloyd to
the college and his new job at a reception held held Aug. 22 at the UF Small Animal Hospital. Dr. David Guzick, senior vice
president for health affairs and president, UF Health, greeted everyone and introduced Dean Lloyd, who shared how glad he
is to be here.

Dr. Carlos Romero, a research professor in the department of infectious diseases and pathology, with Dean
James W. Lloyd and veterinary student Michele Janicki.
Janicki was Lloyd's student during his tenure at Michigan
State University's College of Veterinary Medicine, which
is where he worked prior to coming to UF.
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A gathering of old friends: Retired UF CVM professors
Dr. Elliott Jacobson, Dr. Gail Kunkle and Dr. Michael
Schaer catch up on old times. All three former faculty
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The college’s sixth dean,
Dr. James W. Lloyd, is shown
at UF’s Beef Teaching Unit on
July 18. To read the original
story about Dean Lloyd’s
appointment, which appeared
the June 2013 issue of
The POST, see story page 4.

our shared vision of unquestionable preeminence.

Dr. Jack Payne, senior vice
president of agricultural affairs/
Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences, and Dr. John Harvey,
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dean, visit during the event.
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Dr. James W. Lloyd is college's new dean
Growing up in northern Lower Michigan, James Lloyd,
D.V.M., Ph.D., was part of a community that depended
on livestock to make a living.

Friends, family and

neighbors ran small farms, and although his own
family didn’t raise farm animals as a primary source
of income, they owned horses and cattle in addition

In July, Lloyd began his role as dean of the UF College
of Veterinary Medicine, replacing Glen Hoffsis, D.V.M.
Lloyd most recently served as the associate dean for
budget, planning and institutional research at MSU’s
College of Veterinary Medicine.

to pets of various shapes

Lloyd says he’s looking

and sizes. So when it was

forward to collaborating

time for college, he says

with the Health Science

it made perfect sense

Center and UF’s Institute

to combine a fondness

of Food and Agricultural

for those animals with a

Sciences, engaging

strong interest in science

with practitioners in

and medicine.

the Florida Veterinary

Lloyd earned his

Medical Association

doctorate in veterinary

and working closely

medicine from Michigan

with Florida’s diverse

State University in

animal-owning public

1981 and a Ph.D. in

— including pet owners,

agricultural economics

horse owners and the

from MSU in 1989 —
a “highly unusual”
combined degree born
from the realization that
veterinary medicine
is almost always
practiced in a business
environment.

livestock industries.
“ The UF College of Veterinary Medicine has
a very strong reputation across veterinary
medicine. I’m really looking forward to working
with its outstanding faculty, staff and students
and building on the college’s core strengths in
teaching, research and service.”

“Veterinary practices are
often small, family-run

— Dr. James W. Lloyd

“The UF College of
Veterinary Medicine has
a very strong reputation
across veterinary
medicine,” Lloyd said.
“I’m really looking
forward to working with
its outstanding faculty,

businesses very similar to the farms that also house

staff and students and building on the college’s core

our livestock,” Lloyd said. “There’s a nice complement

strengths in teaching, research and service.”

there. Studying agribusiness management helped me
understand the small business environment where
our veterinarians live and practice.”
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By Marilee Griffin

Alumni Profiles

Kemba Marshall: UF veterinary alum oversees
pet quality, education at PetSmart
A bit of her University of Florida veterinary education
makes its way into Kemba Marshall, D.V.M.’s life every
day when she makes decisions relating to the quality of

PetSmart, one of the largest specialty pet
retailers in the United States.
pets sold at

“My education at the UF CVM was key, because not only do we
have a really strong exotic animal medicine program, which
led me to become an ABVP board-certified avian specialist, but
I also tracked mixed practice in vet school,” said Marshall, '99,
PetSmart’s director of merchandising pet quality and education.
“The foundation I received from amazing professors like Dr.
Avery Bennett (formerly on the faculty in zoological medicine)
and Dr. (Louis) Archbald (retired from food animal medicine) is
in place daily, because I use a flock or herd health approach to
managing the pet care in our stores,” Marshall added.
Marshall is responsible for the quality of the pets sold at PetSmart,
which include specialty pets such as fish, reptiles, pocket pets and
birds. Those are the only types of pets sold at PetSmart, although
through its PetSmart Charities work, dog and cat rescue groups
are allowed to run adoptions through the stores.
Monitoring quality encompasses what is asked of vendors
before pets get to the store and then what is done in-store
in terms of food, bedding and enrichment for the animals,
Marshall said. She also works closely with the store’s marketing
division to develop the in-store signage and care guides
provided with the purchase of each live pet.
“These items ensure that the purchase is complete as it relates
to care items, such as cricket dust, cuttlebones, reptile heating
or lighting elements and appropriately sized habitats,” she said.
She also works to increase interest in the hobby of owning
specialty pets, through programs such as Pets in the Classroom,
(www.petsmart.com/teachers) in partnership with the Pet
Care Trust. Through this program, teachers can apply for a
grant and once approved, get reimbursed for pet care items
when that pet is going into a classroom. To date, PetSmart
has awarded more than 6,500 grants, giving more than 3,000
children experiences with pets in the classroom.

Dr. Kemba Marshall, '99, with her dog, Stone. Marshall is the director of
merchandising pet quality and education at PetSmart.

“Our live animal suppliers are audited on an annual basis,
so even though I don’t see patients and clients in a typical
veterinary clinic setting, I get great satisfaction from advancing
the profession on a very wide platform,” Marshall said. “As one
of the leading specialty pet retailers, improvements we make
in pet care are often put in place by our vendors and other pet
stores as industry norms.”
She finds her work rewarding because each time her
organization implements deworming programs, fecal exams,
nutritional and habitat recommendations, she has affected
each pet sold through the store.
“By writing care guides, I hope my impact is that pet owners
understand the joys and responsibilities of owning specialty
pets and that they, too, require routine veterinary visits,”
Marshall said.

“We have initial grants to reimburse for habitats, cages, food
and water bowls, etc., and also sustaining grants for annual
food, supplement and enrichment purchases,” Marshall said.

In addition to leading the merchandising pet quality and
education team at PetSmart, she tries to maintain a presence in
the veterinary community by editing or authoring papers.

Marshall’s responsibility includes more than 1,240 stores.
Because of that, it’s impossible to design specific pet care
programs for each store, she said. Instead, she focuses on facility
and care practices that are implemented storewide in the United
States, including Puerto Rico and Hawaii, as well as in Canada.

“I hope to continue to advance the way we care for pets and the
information that we give to pet owners,” Marshall said. “I hope
that enrichment and foraging become household terms applied
to all pet species.”
By Sarah Carey
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Research Update

UF: Monitoring manatee hearts
Leisurely swims in warm, tropical waters fueled by the
gaze of admiring fans and a healthy vegetarian diet.

also were successfully obtained. Some abnormalities in the

The life of a manatee hardly seems likely to prompt concerns

“Our results indicate that echocardiography in the Florida

about heart disease. But researchers at the University of
Florida say the lumbering, loveable sea cow’s ticker deserves a

study animals also were documented.

manatee is possible, which has both clinical and research
implications in larger epidemiologic studies evaluating diseases of

closer look because of the animal’s endangered status.

the cardiopulmonary and cardiovascular systems,” Gerlach said.

That’s why they’ve developed a technique to test for cardiac

Although extensive research has been conducted on

problems in endangered manatees, both in the wild and in
captivity. The new technique will enhance knowledge of how

comparative anatomy, physiology and ecology of sea cows, very
few studies have evaluated the manatee heart. Basic cardiac

the manatee heart functions.

morphology and a test called an electrocardiogram have been

The UF researchers are using the technique to gather data they

imbalances in the heart, the researchers said.

hope to share with wildlife and zoo veterinarians to ultimately
save more manatee lives. Collaborating with scientists from
Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo and the Florida Fish and Wildlife

examined, but the diagnostic value is limited to electrical

“Echocardiography is the gold standard for diagnosing valve
diseases and structural abnormalities, and provides other

Conservation Commission’s marine mammal pathology

information as well,” Gerlach said.

laboratory in St. Petersburg, they are using echocardiography

Researchers are finishing up the second phase of the study, which

on the large creatures, making use of a specially designed table

entails collecting more data from echocardiographs to establish

built to hold animals weighing up to 2,000 pounds.

normal testing parameters for manatees of various ages.

“There are a lot of gaps in our knowledge base on basic

“Once we establish the parameters, we can begin larger

anatomy and physiology of manatees due to the obvious

epidemiological studies on the prevalence of heart disease in the

limitations of working with a 1,000- to 1,500-pound animal

wild population, which is one of our long-term goals,” Gerlach said.

that spends its entire life in the water,” said Trevor Gerlach
D.V.M., an intern in UF’s aquatic animal health program and
lead author on a paper that documents the first phase of the

Bob Bonde, Ph.D., a manatee researcher with the USGS, praised
the new technique.

researchers’ study in the June issue of the Journal of Zoo and

“Out-of-water, real-time assessment of these large aquatic

Wildlife Medicine. “Due to their current endangered status, it

mammals will benefit our evaluation of manatee health-

is important that we understand the animal in its entirety so

related indices in the wild population,” “Knowledge of manatee

that we can better tailor conservation efforts for the species.”

reproductive fitness and nutritional condition is paramount to

The researchers’ long-term goal is to provide practitioners at

our fully understanding their recovery.”
By Sarah Carey

from clinically healthy animals. Such animals could be compared
to animals of concern to determine if cardiac disease is present.
To allow for effective testing, the researchers first developed a
table built to hold the weight of 2,000-pound animals that were
part of a large-scale manatee health assessment conducted
by the U.S. Geological Survey in Crystal River. Fourteen
healthy, wild and captive Florida manatees underwent
echocardiography, administered using the table technique,
between fall 2011 and winter 2012. The group included eight
females and six males of various ages.
“We were able to clearly visualize all valves and chambers,”
Gerlach said, adding that other key indicators of heart function
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rehabilitation facilities and those working in the field with data
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Financial guru Suze
Orman, left, is shown
with her niece, Katelyn
Stender, and Dean
Hoffsis on May 26
during commencement
exercises for the Class
of 2013.

Orman to graduates:
Save now and focus on needs over wants
Members of the University of Florida College of
Veterinary Medicine’s Class of 2013 graduated in the
national spotlight, with media present and hundreds
tuning in via live stream video to hear celebrity financial
adviser Suze Orman present the college’s commencement
address at the UF Phillips Center for the Performing Arts on
May 25.
Orman’s niece, Katie Stender, was one of the new graduates,
and it was not Orman’s first time in the Phillips Center. Two
years ago, she sat quietly in the audience and beamed proudly
with other family members when Stender received her white
coat along with other classmates, symbolizing their upcoming
transition into clinical rotations in the sophomore professional
coating ceremony.
This year Orman captivated a sold-out audience from the
podium, reminding the graduates that “anything is possible”
in their future. She recounted the “roller coaster” Stender had
put her on, starting with Stender’s initial desire to get into

“Now you’re happy again, but in a few short days, I can promise
you, you are going to get depressed again because you are going
to start paying back your loans,” Orman said. “But you did
things that no matter how much they pay me, I would never do.
So why do you think you can’t pay back your student loans? If
you keep thinking you can’t, I’m here to tell you that you never
will. Your words have the power to create or to destroy. That
choice, doctors, is up to you. You can and will do anything you
want to, and all you have to do is take it one day at a time.”
She added, “I talk about money more than anyone in the world,
and I have learned that the worst enemy is fear. If you are
afraid of your loans, you will fail at them. Don’t say, ‘I hate my
loans and I will never pay them back.’ Say instead, ‘I love the
fact that I will one day repay my student loans.”
Orman told the students to focus on doing three things – living
below their means, buying only things that they need, not
things they want; and saving money rather than spending,
starting now.

veterinary school against impossible odds; then getting into

“And keep good company,” Orman said, urging the students

veterinary school; then being overwhelmed by the workload

to spend time with people who want them “to have more, not

and the fear of failure; then getting past those hurdles only to

spend it on all these things that have no meaning.”

face additional ones.
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Research Update
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New species of parasite discovered as disease
agent in domestic cats

Dr. Owen Rae and Dr. Heather Walden with cows from a UF herd on July 9. Walden has identified a new species of parasite in domestic cats. Another species
previously thought to be the same affects cattle, and Walden's research has looked closely at the parasite's manifestation in both species.

University of Florida researchers have identified
a new species of Tritrichomonas in domestic cats,
distinguishing the parasite that causes the disease in felines
from the agent long thought to affect both cats and cattle.
Although the disease is just beginning to be understood and
tested for in cats, it costs cattle producers millions of dollars
each year in lost revenue, researchers say.

in cattle, noted key differences between the species. The study
and findings appeared online in a recent issue of Parasitology
Research. Walden named the newly discovered species
Tritrichomonas blagburni in honor of Byron Blagburn, Ph.D.,
the Auburn University professor who was her mentor and
led her doctoral studies there. “Although we were not the first
to note that there were differences genetically between the
pathogens that cause trichomoniasis in both cats and cows,

“Up to now, there has only been one species, Tritrichomonas

in previous studies, many people focused on the genetics of

foetus, described in the reproductive tract of cattle and the

the organism in order to determine species,” Walden said. “Our

intestine of cats,” said Heather Walden, Ph.D., a research

thought was, you have to look further at hosts and disease

assistant professor in the UF College of Veterinary Medicine, a

states in addition to some of the genetics.”

part of UF Health. “We conducted experimental studies putting

Feline trichomoniasis is an intestinal disease that results in

the feline isolate in cows and the bovine isolate in cats, and
saw differences in the disease-causing capacity in each of these
animal hosts.”
These studies, combined with molecular analysis of a small
group of genes with similar sequencing patterns in cats and
8 | Florida Veterinarian

chronic diarrhea, flatulence and fecal incontinence. Bovine
trichomoniasis is a sexually transmitted disease of cattle
that infects the reproductive tract of cows, causing uterine
infections and possible mid- to late-term abortions.

“In cats, people are becoming more aware of the disease and

parasite that costs the cattle industry hundreds of millions

testing for it more frequently now,” Walden said. “Treatment of

of dollars a year in lost revenue.” Walden’s research group is

cats with this disease is problematic — it sometimes works and

now analyzing additional genes from a conserved genetic area

sometimes doesn’t.”

obtained from parasites found in domestic cats and parasites

In cattle, however, there is no treatment that prevents
infection and the disease is very difficult to test for, particularly
in big herds, Walden said.

obtained from cattle in order to characterize more genetic
differences and help solidify the previous findings.
“The research by Dr. Walden and the description of

“It’s one of those things where often the cattle owner will just
cull the bulls or the cows that show symptoms of the disease,”
she said. “Some cattle owners may try to control the disease
through the use of artificial insemination, but that’s expensive
and most owners won’t take that approach.”

Tritrichomonas blagburni and its association with different
pathogenicities in the cat and cattle performs the great
service of distinguishing these very similar agents, their hosts,
and the diseases they cause in their respective hosts,” said
Dwight Bowman, Ph.D., a professor of parasitology at Cornell
University’s College of Veterinary Medicine.

Raoul Boughton, Ph.D., heads the Disease Ecology Program
at the Archbold Biological Station in Venus, Fla. He said
Tritrichmonas foetus of cattle was a disease of “high economic

“This is good for cats because it removes them as the reservoir
source for infections of cattle on farms,” he added.

concern” that can lead to the loss of 20 to 40 percent of calves

Other investigators involved in the study include a team

from an infected herd.

of scientists from Auburn University and Virginia Tech.

He called Walden’s work on understanding the genetic
relationship and ecology of infection of the Tritrichomonas
species “an important step if we are to further our

Walden completed her doctoral program at Auburn in 2008,
focusing her dissertation on protozoan parasites, specifically
Tritrichomonas foetus.

understanding and develop a solution to controlling this

By Sarah Carey

We want to hear from you!
The UF College of Veterinary Medicine wants your feedback relating
to the Florida Veterinarian magazine.
Our objective is to determine which college news and information
you want to receive, how you want to receive it, and at what
frequency.
Please take a few minutes to complete this online survey.
To access the survey, go to:
vetmed.ufl.edu/FVSurvey
Thank you in advance
for your feedback!
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Clinical Update

Zoe Tozzo knows American Sign Language, English and
Spanish. She’s participated in many community events,
including parades and community clean-ups, has done
reading programs in schools, even the Special Olympics.

she had touched

But this outstanding citizen is not human; she is a dually

told us she would

certified service and therapy dog and a beloved companion to

begin fundraising

her owner, Jennifer Tozzo, of Hawthorne.

to pay for all Zoe’s

Just three months ago, Tozzo, who has a hearing disability
and relies on Zoe for assistance, found a lump, soon diagnosed
as cancerous, in her dog’s mouth. She feared she might lose
her best friend. But thanks to a little-known program at the
University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, financial

Photo courtesy of Sharon Villabona

Club, community help service dog
get cancer treatment
over the years,”
Villabona said.
“When Ms. Tozzo

expenses, we
had no idea her
community would
contribute so much
to Zoe’s cause.”

Veterinary students Clair Vaibon and Sharon
Villabona have worked closely with Zoe Tozzo and
her owner through PAWS.

support from the Hawthorne Lions Club and a vaccine

Ultimately, enough

developed by a UF veterinary oncologist, Zoe received the

money was raised to

treatment she needed and is on the road to recovery.

pay for the melanoma vaccine entirely — and Tozzo even made

For several years, Zoe has received veterinary services through
a student club known as Pets are Wonderful Support, or PAWS,
which provides basic veterinary services to the pets of people
with disabilities or terminal illnesses at no charge.
“We biopsied the mass and discovered it was a melanoma,”
said Sharon Villabona, a senior veterinary student and co-vice
president of PAWS. “She was devastated and wanted to do
everything she could for Zoe.”

Photo by Sarah Carey

to make sure the tumor hadn’t spread to her chest. In addition,
PAWS offered to

Vaiden, has worked closely with Tozzo and Zoe over the years.
Amy Stone, D.V.M, the club’s adviser and chief of the UF
Small Animal Hospital’s primary care and dentistry service,
performed the surgery and successfully removed the mass on
Zoe’s lip. The next step was entering Zoe into the melanoma
vaccine clinical trial, which is run by Rowan Milner, B.V.Sc., the

“She’s getting the cancer vaccine now and seems to be doing
really well with it,” Tozzo said.

pay for half of Zoe’s

Jay Garlitz, D.D.S., secretary-treasurer of the Hawthorne Lions

melanoma vaccine

Club, called Tozzo and Zoe “very active community members.”

treatment if Tozzo

”Zoe was very important to Jen as a service dog, a hearing dog

could pay for
surgery to remove
the mass and the
remaining half of
the vaccine.
“Ms. Tozzo and
Zoe do a lot of
volunteer work
in the Hawthorne
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along with fellow club member, senior veterinary student Claire

UF veterinary oncologist who developed the vaccine.

The club offered to pay for Zoe’s basic blood work and X-rays

Jennifer Tozzo, left, with Dr. Jay Garlitz, in Lion’s
Club suit, and UF veterinary student Kryssa
Johnson outside the UF Small Animal Hospital
during a PAWS clinic on May 29.

a donation to PAWS with leftover funds, said Villabona, who

community and
Zoe had met a lot of
people whose lives

and a visitor at our club meetings,” Garlitz said. “Our Lions
Club already had Jen as a cherished member at the time Zoe
was diagnosed with melanoma. We did not have to think twice
about helping a Lion in need, and neither did other Lions clubs
in our district.”
Many donations were made by the Hawthorne club and other
district Lion members “to make sure there were enough funds
to assist Tozzo now, and to have a reserve for future needs. Of
course, without the generosity of the UF veterinary school,
none of this would have been possible,” Garlitz said.
By Sarah Carey

The College of Veterinary Medicine
Honor Roll of Donors for 2012-2013
The 2012-2013 University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine Honor Roll of Donors is a way of recognizing generous gifts
to the college. The students, faculty and staff are most appreciative of this support. This year’s honor roll includes names of all
cash and gift in kind donors of $1 or more between July 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013. Your name should appear in alphabetical order
among donors who made gifts of similar amounts. Many alumni choose to make gifts to the college in the name of their veterinary
practice and the practice name is listed. In addition, we have included cumulative lists of our Dean’s Circle of Excellence & Bequest
Society members. The Dean’s Circle of Excellence is a premier society that supports unparalleled educational and institutional
excellence at the college. Members of our Bequest Society have included the college in their estate planning at a value of $10,000
or more. In spite of our efforts, omissions and errors sometimes occur and we want to know to know about them. If you have
questions or corrections concerning your listing, please contact the Office of Development and Alumni Affairs,
College of Veterinary Medicine, PO Box 100125, Gainesville, FL 32610-0125, (352) 294-4256.
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Betsy R. Coville ‘88
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Anonymous (5)
Addison Animal Hospital, Inc.
Airport Road Animal Clinic
AVMA PLIT
John R. & Adele D. Bass
The Bay Branch Foundation
Jack E. ‘82 & Rebecca L. Beal
Laurie Boynton
Buck Lake Animal Hospital
Maron B. Calderwood-Mays &
David L. Mays
Charles Perry Partners, Inc.
Comfort Inn University
Coquina Ridge Animal Clinic
Lourdes C. Corman, M.D.
Paul A. ‘85 & Donna L. Curasi
Larry G. & Rita F. Dee
Katherine A. Doerr ‘10
Laurie P. & Juan C. Duperier
East Orlando Animal Hospital, Inc.
Educational Concepts LLC
Christopher S. ‘92 &
Tiffany Blocker Eich ‘96
Elanco Animal Health
Florida Cattlewomen, Inc.
Florida Education Foundation
Florida Veterinary Medical Assn., Inc.
Margaret A. Fuller-Kalb ‘86
FVMA Foundation, Inc.
Paul K. Gartenberg ‘86
Gissendanner Veterinary Clinic
Jeffrey S. Godwin ‘80
Shawn P. Gorman ‘01
Arnold & Barbara Grevior
Gulf Coast Vet. Oncology/Internal Med.
Gulf Gate Animal Hospital, Inc.
Halifax Veterinary Center
Hillsborough Animal Health Foundation
Glen F. Hoffsis

R. Bryan & Amy R. Huff ‘97
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Julio A. Ibanez ‘80
Ralph N. Innace
Intervet, Inc.
Jacksonville Veterinary Medical Society
John & Martha Carter Foundation
Stephen M. Joiner ‘84
Audrey A. Kelleman ‘95
Tamara F. Kelly ‘87
Jacalyn N. Kolk
Rob Leonard ‘86
Marta P. Lista ‘00
Lund Animal Hospital
Scott O. & Kristy T. Lund ‘89
G. Brad & Rebecca L. MacKenzie ‘02
Madera Veterinary Center, Inc.
Marion County SPCA
Matanzas River Animal Hospital, Inc.
Moody C. McCall ‘86
McVay Vocational Services, Inc.
Susan Tanhauser Munn ‘99
Lawrence J. & Elizabeth D. Murphy, Jr. ‘82
North Orange Veterinary Hospital
Novartis Animal Health
Novey Animal Hospital, Inc.
Matt G. & Ashley B. Oakes ‘89
Gainesville Offshore Fishing Club, Inc.
Operation Catnip of Gainesville, Inc.
Oxbow Enterprises, Inc.
Nanette P. Parratto-Wagner ‘85
M. C. Peterson ‘98
Pethealth Services (USA), Inc.
L. Scott & Maureen F. Pierce
Pinellas Animal Hospital Bird Clinic
Pre-Veterinary Medicine Club
Professional Automotive Management
Huong T. Rademacher
Judith D. Reardon
Ann L. Riebe
Richard Rubinstein ‘92
Saint Johns Veterinary Hospital
Salzburg Animal Hospital, Inc.
Linda C. Sanchez ‘03
Michael Schaer
Michael & Concepcion Schmitt
Sedecal USA, Inc.
Segrest Farms, Inc.
Stephen Shores
Simmons Education Fund
Southeastern Alpaca Association, Inc.
Rick Sutliff ‘99
Betsy Swisher
The University of FL SCAVMA, Inc.
UF Health Shands Hospital
VCA Antech, Inc.
Vetratech LLC
Village Veterinary
Denise M. Vondrasek-Kanzler ‘88 &
James A. Kanzler

Wagmore Foundation, Inc.
Charlotte C. Weber
Link V. Welborn ‘82
Westlab Pharmacy, Inc.
Wildwood Veterinary Hospital
Margaret M. Yarborough

n $500 To $999

AHOOF-SSHC
All Animal Clinic
Animal Clinic
Animal Clinic of Windermere
Animal Medical Clinic at
West Town Place
Animal Medical Clinic, Inc.
Apalachicola Bay Animal Clinic
Bergen County United Way
Chet Blackey ‘84
Donald Bonser
Sandra L. Bonser
Iris H. & Peter Borghese
James C. Bransford
The Brunetti Foundation
Richard Carnevale
Julia M. Cespedes
Collier County Veterinary Society, Inc.
Companion Animal Hospital
Stephanie S. ‘96 & Antonio Correa
Diane C. Cowper
Karen-Jo Dolamore ‘85
Downtown Pet Hospital
Laura D. Earle-Imre ‘89
Gary W. Ellison
Brett M. & Karen Dunlop Feder ‘87
Fernandina Beach Animal Clinic, Inc.
Charles M. & Carol M. Fischman
Ruth Francis-Floyd ‘83
Ruth M. Franczek ‘81
Joseph L. Geierman
Charles G. & Cathy S. Graham
Gulf Coast Animal Hospital
Michael W. Harris ‘89
John W. & Elizabeth A. Harvey
Robert R. & Margaret Hase
Erika H. Hatcher
Sharon K. Hiemenz
Hilltop Animal Hospital
Henry D. Hirsch
Raymond & Christy Hottinger
John P. Hutchison ‘98
John Hyland
Island Animal Hospital of Venice, P.A.
Michiko Y. Jacobson
Jensen Beach Animal Hospital
Dana D. Joseph
Elaine & Mike L. Kabat
Knowles Snapper Creek Animal Clinic
Paul G. Koch ‘84
Diana E. Kuehn ‘81
Doris L. Lain-Denton ‘82
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Katherine R. Laurenzano
Kelly J. & Jeremy M. Lawniczak
Rick Lesser
Chris Lira
Manor Veterinary Hospital
Joseph F. Migliacci ‘88
Francis W. Milward
J. Christopher Mixon ‘96
Theresa E. Montgomery ‘98
Christine Moore
Northwood Animal Hospital, Inc.
Olive Branch Pet Hospital
Palm Beach Equine Clinic LLC
Parkway Animal Hospital
Pet Calls Animal Hospital, Inc.
Pet Partners LLC
PetSupermarket
Lesley L. Phillips, P.A.
Jeanne M. Pittari ‘87
Planco Veterinary Care
Plantation Animal Hospital
Quail Hollow Animal Hospital
Susan K. Ridinger ‘87
Laurel S. & Lawrence B. R-Love
Rebecca Robinson
Sabal Chase Animal Clinic
Sarasota Veterinary Center
R. David Stauffer & Gail Sasnett-Stauffer
Vera R. Segall
Shank Animal Hospital, Inc.
SIVE
Mark S. Sprayberry, P.A. ‘95
Terry W. Stiles
Timberlane Pet Hospital & Resort
Treasure Coast Exotic Bird Club
Terrianne Tuskes
US Rider Equestrian Motor Plan
Village Square Veterinary Clinic
Leena & William Vinnett
Jonathan R. Wald ‘84
Patricia H. Wlasuk

n $250 To $499

Anonymous (3)
Geneva K. Acor
Acrivet, Inc.
Animal Medical Clinic
Animal Medical Clinic at Wellington
Ark Animal Hospital
Bayer Animal Health
Beville Animal Hospital
Charles R. Billings ‘86
Howard P. Bouchelle III ‘03
Robert H. & Larraine A. Brandon
Nancy L. Burns
Paul & Cathy L. Clark
Robert D. & Jennifer L. Clark
Coastal Veterinary Hospital
Community Foundation of Broward
Karen G. Connary ‘94
Julia A. Conway ‘06
Kirsten L. Cooke
Kevin T. Cronin ‘97
Bruce A. Dejnozka ‘86
Gerardo J. Diaz ‘90
Lenore Dyess
East Orange Animal Hospital
Elanco Companion Animal Health
Lisa L. ‘99 & Brian J. Farina
Rachelle R. Favaloro
Juliana P. Figueiredo
Susan M. & Peter L. Fitzgerald
Fondren Pet Care Center
Tom G. Fox ‘83
Margaret G. Gaylord
Guy C. ‘90 & Michele L. Gibson
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Lisa C. Goldburg ‘02
Gulf Breeze Animal Hospital
Karen Heard ‘81
Gerald J. Johnson ‘82
Lana Kaiser, M.D.
Ray M. ‘95 & Holly S. Kaplan
Pat A. Kopco & Mike Orloff
William R. Kroll ‘83
Karen R. Legato
Kathleen D. Linton
Carolyn K. Matheny
Mary R. McElhaney ‘92
Dani K. McVety ‘09
Medical Wellness Association LLC
Alfred M. Merritt II
Mica Works Cabinetry, Inc.
Marjorie W. Miller ‘87
Mod Dog
Era J. Moorer ‘81
Eileen Naaman ‘81
National Veterinary Associates
Theresa Parrott Nenezian, P.A. ‘83
Newtown Veterinary Center
Noah’s Ark Animal Hospital, Inc.
Northwest ZooPath
Amy E. O’Hara-Cusick
Gail K. Perfect ‘83
Kathleen D. & Michael G. Perri
Gene M. Pranzo
Destiny L. Prezzano ‘05
David C. Randall ‘85
Rawls Veterinary Hospital, Inc.
Laura B. Raymond ‘82
Julia J. Reynolds ‘85
Amy R. Roth
Emily Rothstein ‘88
Robin L. Sego ‘99
Barbara J. Sheppard
Simmons Veterinary Clinic, Inc.
Robert J. Sniffen
South Florida Beef-Forage Program
Southland Animal Hospital & Board
Sunset Lakes Veterinary Clinic, P.A.
Tavares Animal Hospital, P.A.
James & Kay Thornton
Derek Tiffany
Ahmet R. Ulusoy & Pelin M. Karaca
Veterinary Mobile Endoscopy &
Diagnostics
VPI Pet Insurance
James P. Waller, Jr. ‘96
Westervelt Charitable Trust
Weston Road Animal Hospital
Jo Ann Winn
Betty N. Wohl

n $100 To $249

Anonymous (3)
Advanced Veterinary Care of Pasco
All Creature Animal Clinic
Joel Altman
Susan E. Anderson ‘83
Animal Emergency & Critical Care
Animal Medical Center of Brooksville
Anne L. Apt
Florence Arguelles
Charlene Babyak
Linda A. Banks ‘90
Schuman K. Barnes
Susan H. Bartholomew
Basin Bovine Practice, PA
Michael M. Bateman
Judy F. Bayhi
Karin M. Beale ‘85
Diane L. Bean ‘04
Terri Beaudoin

Steven A. Beecham ‘82
Ann B. Beshore
Best Friends Veterinary Hospital
Keith Betteridge
Robert T. Bidmon
Jim Birt
Bloomingdale Animal Hospital, P.A.
Todd Brezin
Brick City Cat Hospital
Kate Brown ‘82
Beth A. Buchanan ‘84
Eric J. Bucki ‘05
Judith & Daniel Burstein
Cheryl Calvert
Rachel Calzaretta
Allison B. Cannon ‘03
Care Animal Hospital of Brandon, Inc.
Keith Carodine
William L. Castleman
Cedar Hills Animal Hospital
Trish & Jeff Chronister
Roger M. Clemmons
Coastal Veterinary Surgical Specialists
Randi P. ‘02 & Gregory R. Cohen
Companion Animal Hospital of Jax
Bettina L. Conrad
Lisa A. Conti ‘88
Ron W. Cooper ‘89
Kiki L. Courtelis
Deborah G. & Charles H. Courtney
John A. & Connie Cox
Gretchen B. Cullen
Daniels Parkway Animal Hospital
Michael Dark
Elizabeth G. Davis ‘96
Mark S. DeGrove ‘83
Christine A. DeHerrera
DFC Bookkeeping & Office Services
Nicole M. Dielo ‘05
Arthur Donovan & Patti Gordon ‘84
Deidre C. DuBissette ‘85
Dunn Avenue Animal Hospital, Inc.
Gregg A. DuPont ‘81
Donna S. Durant
Tracy S. DuVernoy ‘88
Ann E. Dwyer
Sue Dyson
Edgewood Animal Clinic
Christin L. Eley ‘97
William B. Elliott
The Fernandez Family Foundation, Inc.
Alan N. Finkelstein
Linda Z. Fishkind
Craig A. ‘99 & Jamila A. Fletcher
Florida Community Financial Services
Florida Veterinary Medicine Faculty
Association, Inc.
Amanda M. Foskett ‘13
Frank Stephan Bouis Family Trust
Jill Freedman
Alexander E. Gallagher ‘01
Gardens Animal Hospital
Dennis E. Geagan ‘84
Linda K. & Charles F. Gilbertson
Jennifer Govberg
Laurie R. Gray ‘89
Ellis C. Greiner
Joan B. Hadraba
Sheridy Hall
Nancy C. Hamilton
Patricia A. Hamilton ‘99
Tracy S. Handfinger
Dock N. Haney
Gregory A. Hanley ‘98
Harry H. Harkins, Jr.
Nat Hemasilpin

Christina Herejk ‘05
Home At Last Pet Adoptions, Inc.
Elizabeth G. Hughes ‘85
Robert S. Hughes III
Sharon R. Hunter ‘84
Scott W. Ivers ‘81
Carl T. Jehn ‘06
FanFan Jen
Eric B. Johnson ‘11
Chantal M. Jones ‘86
Jiro J. Kaneko ‘87
David P. ‘83 & Ellen S. Kelbert
Joan A. Kitka
Jayne Klein
James L. & Frances A. Krupka
Denise L. Lam ‘89
Amie J. Lanier ‘02
Joseph G. Lanzi
Phillip W. Lanzi ‘87
John N. Larson
Todd K. ‘92 & Marcie P. Laughrey
Denine M. LeBlanc
Michelle M. LeBlanc (d)
Julie K. Levy
Ethel D. Lindsey ‘92
Janis Liro ‘80
Joan R. Lyon
Michele M. MacKay ‘95
David Majcher
Marilyn M. Maler ‘99
William Manning
Lisa M. Markham ‘92
Mary Ellen Markunas Feick ‘86
Danise S. Martinez-Walsh ‘84
Dennis R. Mayeaux
James P. Micinilio ‘91
Judith A. Milcarsky ‘86
Jim & Erin Mills
Dean L. Mimms
Tom J. Mitchell
Vicki P. Mobley
Jeff & Christy Montgomery
David L. Moses ‘86
Tecla B. Myrick ‘94
Northside Animal Hospital
Kathleen J. Notarantonio
Oakhurst Animal Hospital
Maura G. O’Brien ‘87
Osceola Supply, Inc.
Scott Ostervik
Kevin O’Sullivan
Park Avenue Dental, P.A.
John H. Parks
Laura L. Pearson ‘92
Ronald L. Perry
The Pert Group
Pet Care Clinic, Inc.
Polk Equine P.L.
Ponte Vedra Animal Hospital, Inc.
Andrew Rappaport ‘84
Phyllis A. Rayca
Kayla B. & Matthew Reeb
Joe L. & Sue N. Reina
Rklyman LLC
Margaret M. Roberts-Levy ‘05 &
Fred R. Levy
Mark Robinson
William G. Rodkey
Damon B. Rodriguez ‘97
Julia A. Runnfeldt ‘93
A. Fleet Ryland III ‘81
Santa Fe Animal Hospital, Inc.
Sarah A. Santiago ‘08
Susan L. Sattler-Augustin ‘83
Frederick R. Schirmer ‘88
Mark A. Scribano ‘89
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Jacqueline S. Shellow ‘87
Robert G. Shimp
Amy R. Showfety
Brenda M. Sigmon
Rosemary G. Silicato
Man Kong V. Sit
Andrew & Rhona M. Smulian
Elizabeth Ann Snowberger
Ruth V. Sobeck
Justin S. Sobota ‘08
Andrew J. Specht & Caryn E. Plummer ‘02
Ranaella K. Steinberg ‘92
Julie M. Stephens-DeValle ‘91
Stock Executive Search LLC
Amy E.S. Stone, Ph.D. ‘02
Pamela A. & Thomas Storrar, Jr.
Bruce Sullivan ‘92
Patrice M. Sullivan & Kenneth C. Fischer
Terry L. Sutton
Sandra M. Taboada ‘84
Robert G. Tate ‘84
Barb H. & David A. Thomas
Heather M. Thomas
Jackie Thorlakson
Three Oaks Animal Hospital
Sharon R. Tiberio ‘82
Timuquana Animal Hospital
Tomoka Pines Veterinary Hospital
Jennifer L. Towles ‘00
Anthony J. Trella
The Underdog Foundation, Inc.
Stephanie Valberg
Claudia Valderrama ‘95
Paula Verace
Patricia V. Vernam
Veterinary Associates
Veterinary Healthcare Associates, Inc.
Kelly R. Vineyard
Brian H. & Barbara F. Vitsky
Elise O. Wallace
Virginia M. Walsh
Elaine Ward
Gwen J. Watson
Kristine Webster-Sanchez &
Juan C. Sanchez
F. Robert Weeren ‘87
Ruth E. West ‘11
James S. Whitehead
Michael B. Windley ‘81
Gary H. Wold
Sidney J. Workman
Thomas J. Wronski
Linda Yonke
Marjorie A. Zimmerman

n $25 To $99

Anonymous (5)
Harvey J. Acosta
Penelope T. Adams
AFP North Central Florida Chapter
Kathy S. & Paul J. Aguirre
Arthur R. Alleman ‘95
Angela R. Amorosi
Ann M. Andrade
The Animal Hospital at Southwood
Joyce M. Aycock
Nicholas J. Bacon
Karen A. Baker ‘97
Patricia F. Baker
Sarah J. Bartlett ‘06
Sherri S. Beckman
Bell Shoals Animal Hospital
P. Bennett ‘93
Maggie A. & Tom Bielecky
Andrea J. & John F. Bivens ‘94
Sandra L. Black ‘91

Phyllis M. Blizzard
Elisa M. Bobrin ‘94
Joan C. Boles
Fallon Brewer
Thomas A. Brickenden
Ashley Brown
Jennifer E. ‘11 & Ryan M. Burroughs
Tom & Sherry Burroughs
Alana C. Canupp ‘13
Nancy A. Carpenter ‘93
Bonnie M. Carter ‘91
Claire H. Caruana ‘11
Charles & Elizabeth M. Chadwell
Andy Cheadle
Mark A. ‘01 & Patricia I. Cheadle
Carol L. Cirigliano
Celeste A. Clements ‘89
Patrica M. Cohen
Community Animal Hospital
Stephen B. Constant ‘86
Jill M. Cooke
Ann M. Cowan
Jeanne Crane
Marie Crofoot
Susan Gail K. Cummings
Marianne Dagenais
Susan Daries
Katherine D. Davies
Cynthia A. De Mates
Kimberly De Vries
Rachel V. DiSesa
Tresa G. Douglass
Kathy K. Dunberg
Edgewater Animal Hospital LLC
Mary Fellows
Heidi Fischer
Robert R. Fisher ‘88
Wade Fisher
Patty R. Foster
Susanna M. Fromm ‘83
Monica C. Garza
Pamela E. Ginn
Elaine Glass
Helen S. Godwin
Cliff Gottberg
Erin E. Grant
Richard J. Grosso III
Madeleine A. Gruber
Edward L. Haeussner ‘98
Deborah L. Harris, P.A. ‘95
Dan L. & Lisa J. Hawkins
Healing Light Veterinary Service
Maria L. Henderson
Barbara Herleman
Harvey D. Hnatiuk
Marvin W. L. Hoffman
Linda P. Horky
Jack Howald
Julia A. Hurst
Indian Street Animal Clinic
Priscilla E. Irvine
Georgia Jahns
Maria A. Jernigan ‘86
Joe & Carole D. Kashner
Pamela P. Keeler
Susan J. & Reed W. Kellner
Martha Kent
Karen & David Kipfer
Molly R. Kovacs
Tammy A. Kramer
Anne M. Kraus-Keenan
Emily M. Kunihiro ‘11
Lynn C. LaBauve
Iske L. Larkin ‘00
Laurel Oak Veterinary Hospital
Irene T. Lee ‘02

Brian D. Leighty
Gayle Lemke
Henry Lemke
M. G. Levesque ‘00
Morgan B. Lewis
Lisa A. Limpert
Arlene Lipton
Lois Kay Lane, Inc.
Gary A. Lukacs ‘84
Leslie Lupo
Kathleen M. MacDonald
Deborah Maddren
Rita Manarino ‘87
Brendan G. Mangan
Kelley R. Marchbanks
Kelly N. Mariotti
Nancy Martell
Susan E. & William P. McClure
Corally McElyeen
Anna McQuaid Ayers ‘92
Jonathan K. Meyers
Patricia A. Miller
Linda Millman
Sue Mincemoyer-Gray
William F. Mitchell
Melissa A. Mueller ‘00
My Animal Veterinary Mobile Service LLC
Chaitanya P. Nolan ‘89
Judith A. Oliver ‘99
Katie O’Mahoney
Laura Paige
Sarika S. Patel ‘08
Mary Alice Peters
Mark D. Planco ‘91
Michael J. Ponte ‘81
John C. Powell
Karen E. Prymak-Oldick ‘94
Michael C. & Leah M. Pucci
Michael B. Raposo ‘11
Louise C. Redner
Gregory T. Reppas ‘08
Sally I. Rizzo
Anna N. Roberts
Rocky Creek Veterinary Hospital
Alexandra Roque
Edna M. Ruggeri
Cheryl A. Rusin ‘02
Jennifer E. Russ
Katherine Sass
Beverly Savage
Jay J. Schleuning
Debby & Don Schmaltz
Deborah L. Simpson
Lisa A. Sinclair ‘03
Dave T. Smith ‘88
Shyanne J. Smith
Brittany A. Snipes
Terry G. Spencer
Emily B. Stey
Helen L. Strain
Samuel S. Strauss ‘82
Marta B. Streifel
Maggie B. Struck ‘07
Robert Sullivan
Patricia A. Summerlee
Mark & Nancy Thorlton
Debra Thurston
Linda Tyson
VCA Briarcliff Animal Hospitals
Veterinary Acupuncture & Wellness, Inc.
Alexander Villarreal ‘98
Kay A. Wahl
Allison M. Walker
Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign
Wells Fargo Foundation
Barbara B. Welsch

Jean M. West
Yuriko Whiddon
Howard Whittington
Brenda Wilburn
Teri L. Woodham-Ward ‘09
Gretchen M. Yost ‘00
Dana N. Zimmel ‘95

n Less than $25

Anonymous (1)
Mary Beth Alberstadt
Jennifer & Ryan Baker
Sylvia Benedetti
Lisa L. Bessent
Holly K. Blair ‘92
Brevard Feline Medical Practice, Inc.
Barbara A. Brown
Allison R. Burke
Katrina Marie Ciccarelli
Lisa R. Cole
Richard D. Coreno
Vanessa J. Cunningham
George T. Diller
Lucia Esposito
Federal Animal Hospital
Cindy E. Fink
William J. Flanagan & Amber M. Tison
Megan Fordham
Gloria Friedman
Grace A. Gatto
Julie Gifford
Carmen Glotfelty ‘13
Jill F. & Arnold L. Goldman ‘86
Anna Miller Harper
Yolanda Ochoa Hennekens ‘92
Kim Hollis
Sandra B. Hunter
Nancy Jocoy
Charlotte E. Jones ‘13
Mary E. Kuczynski
Peter A. LaCroix
Jessica R. Larson
Jeffrey S. Lavine ‘09
Alan T. Legato
John H. Ligori ‘02
Georgia A. Lyons (d)
Mandarin Animal Hospital
Gail L. & Frederick K. Marchman
Maureen Daigle-Watson, Inc.
Sarah K. McLean ‘07
Krista D. Morgan
Jeannie K. Nerenburg
Jean M. Oberg
Patricia O’Donovan
Elizabeth E. Picciano
David K. ‘81 & Sheila J. Qualls
Kenneth E. Rehfield
Susan H. Reichey
Diane M. Shorey
Whitney Simon
Susan M. Skolly ‘08
Skyway Animal Hospital, Inc.
Nina M. Tow
Edwin G. & Alma B. Ubbens
Verandah Pet Hospital
Veterinary House Calls for Pets, Inc.
Kristy Woods
Eugene & Emily Zimmerman
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The College of Veterinary Medicine
Dean’s Circle of Excellence

Listed below are friends of the college who have joined this premier society that supports unparalleled educational and
institutional excellence. Lifetime members include people who pledged a cash gift of $25,000 or who have documented a
bequest gift of $100,000+. Loyal members include those who have pledged a cash gift of $5,000. This is a cumulative list rather
than a fiscal year list.

n Lifetime Members
Dena Baker & Andy Taylor
Betsy Coville
Aurelio & Berta Fernandez
Barry Goldberg
Heidi Goss
Richard & Cheryl Kane
Bern & Mary Levine
James Lloyd, Dean
Kristy & Scott Lund
Susan Carastro & Kim Skielnik
Nanette Parratto-Wagner

n Loyal Members

John & Adele Bass
Jack & Rebecca Beal
James Brechin
Caloosa Veterinary Medical Society, Inc.
Frances Carter
Luis Castro
David Cromer
Larry Dee
Katherine Doerr
Christopher & Tiffany Blocker Eich
Bob Encinosa
Charles and Carol Fischman
Paul Gartenberg
Ernest Godfrey

Jeff Godwin
Barbara & Arnie Grevior
John Harvey
Bob & Margaret Hase
Glen Hoffsis
Amy & Bryan Huff
Mark Hullstrung
Julio Ibáñez
Jacksonville Veterinary Medical Society
Stephen Joiner
Dana Kale Juillerat
Denise Vondrasek-Kanzler &
James Kanzler, Jr.
Dale Kaplan-Stein
Tamara Faulkner Kelly

Robert Leonard
Jennifer Long
Marta P. Lista
Moody McCall
Michael McNulty
Lawrence & Elizabeth Murphy
Paul Nicoletti
James Pennington
Richard Rubinstein
Stephen Shores
Richard Sutliff
Susan Tanhauser-Munn
David Tollon
Edna Lynn Turner
Richard Wilkes

The College of Veterinary Medicine
Bequest Society

Listed below are friends of the college who have provided documentation that they have included the college as a beneficiary in
their estate plans at a value of $10,000 or more. This is a cumulative list rather than a fiscal year list.
Anonymous (21)
William E. Adams (d)
Jacqueline & Jack Aimi
Jeanne E. Arkin
Fredrick Hugh W. Ashford
Margaret A. Atwood
Dena Baker ’00 & Andy Taylor
Melanie V. Barr-Allen
Melvin & Barbara Berk
Jean S. Bidwell
Bernard W. Bigger (d)
Helen A. Bild (d)
Phillip & Sally Bohr
Robert & Pauline Boucher
Leland W. Brannan
Joyce Bryan
Adele Bucci-Machata
Marianne A. Burbach
Michael A. Burke ‘91
Helen E. Campbell (d)
Sarah K. Carey
Victoria L. Clampitt
Edward & Jeanette Cole ‘94
Rachel Rambo Cowley (d)
Edna Croland (d)
F. Crosman Fitler, Jr. (d)
Jacqlin M. Crotty
Morris P. Culpepper III
Judith Mendes Da Costa
Larry G. Dee
Richard C. DeKoker (d)
Joseph E. Dorsey
Jack & Linda Eads
Susan E. Ellis
Anne C. Fleming
Josephine P. Fletcher
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Dorothy B. Flynn (d)
Leonard A. Franz (d)
Victoria I. Ford
Donald W. Garrett
Ann Gasponi (d)
Mark E. Gendzier ‘87
George T. Gwathmey (d)
Karl & Roxann Hart
Robert B. Hartless II
Jeannette M. Hastings (d)
Jan C. Heflinger
Theodore H. Heide (d)
Amy A. Heimann
Carey A. Heinrich
Priscilla Henderson (d)
Georgia E. Hofmann (d)
Arthur & Kathleen Hornsby
William S. Hopper Family Trust
Jack B. Humphries (d)
Scott & Vicki Hunt
Jean Imparato (d)
Donna S. Ing
Clara S. Inman (d)
Joseph E. Jablonski (d)
Barbara C. Joslin (d)
Richard Z. Kane ‘84
Marilyn N. Keehr
Dorothy R. Klick
Jacalyn N. Kolk
Joseph A. Korjenek (d)
James M. Kosmas
Carol Levine (d)
Morton J. Levine
Dorothy Luder (d)
John & Jan Lewis
Georgia A. Lyons (d)

Carol A. Magarine (d)
Arie S. Marable (d)
Fran Marino
Celia S. Martin
Kimberly Mason
Louis G. Matigot (d)
Michael J. McNamara
Barbara & Franklyn Meyers
Marilyn Middleton
Phylis L. McLaughlin (d)
Billie K. Miller (d)
Jerome & Shirley Modell
Dick & Lorene Monroe
Beverly A. Moreau
Harold Morris Trust Fund
Susan Mularski-Dismuke
Paul Nicoletti
George (d) & Marge Nieves
Henry L. Normand (d)
Alan & Barbara Pareira
Edwina Parkinson Trust
Nanette P. Parratto-Wagner
Lillian L. Parry (d)
Madeline S. Pearson
Folke H. Peterson (d)
Scott & Maureen Pierce
George H. Pollack
Kathleen M. Pollack
Virginia Quelch ‘87
Barbara A. Ragan
Joseph R. Renton
Barbara H. Reark
Kathy Reger (Mother of
Thomas W. Ernst)
Diane Reser
Marilyn S. Richmond

Susan K. Ridinger ‘87
Wayne H. Riser (d)
Jacqueline Rittenhouse
William P. Roberts
Rob Roknick
Robert D. Romine, Jr.
Bernard J. Rudo (d)
Donna B. Sachs
Doris J. Salsbury (d)
Helen Samaras
Suzanne J. Schwertley
William & Brenda Selph
Joseph G. Slick
Sherilyn K. Solanick
Almeda C. Stemple (d)
Claudia & Michael Strong
Mark & Nancy Thorlton
Helen & Robert Tolmach
Anne Troneck (d)
Mary Anna Tyson (d)
Katrina D. Vanesian
Gloria C. Vargo
Gerri Voller
Roberta H. Waller
Wendy A. Wallner (d)
Sharon F. Walton
Michael & Diane Ward
Frances P. Weaver (d)
Harriet B. Weeks (d)
Robin Weeks (d)
Bethene G. Wilkinson
Grace T. Wilson (d)
Audrey M. Woods (d)
Elaine Young
(d) = Deceased

Clinical Update

For canine crusader, knee surgery
makes a world of difference
For Erik Bendl, known as “World Guy” for his
countrywide treks pushing a canvas globe to promote
diabetes awareness, the world’s weight got a little lighter

after his dog, Nice, underwent knee surgery at the University
of Florida Small Animal Hospital on March 19.

By late June, Bendl and Nice, a 6-yearold blackmouth cur mix, were back in
their home state of Kentucky, walking
the local neighborhoods together.
Radiographs taken during follow up
visits to UF during Nice’s recuperation
from surgery revealed that the dog’s
legs were healing well.
“We want to nest here for a while,
build strength and gather energy,”
Bendl wrote on his blog, at worldguy.
org, shortly after arriving back in
Louisville.

Photo by Maria Farias

“We think there’s a good chance Nice will make a full recovery
over the next few months and be off to his long walks again,”
said Caleb Hudson, D.V.M., a veterinary surgeon at UF who
performed Nice’s 2 1/2-hour operation,
at the time.

Soon after Bendl arrived at UF on March 4, Nice was diagnosed
with torn cranial cruciate ligaments in both knees, requiring
surgery to correct the problems. Two tibial plateau leveling
osteotomy surgeries performed simultaneously are more
economical than operating on one leg at a time, surgeons said,
but the cost still was estimated at approximately $5,000. UF was
able to subsidize part of the cost through its Pet Samaritan Fund,
but Bendl still had to come up with around $3,400 to cover the
procedures and postoperative X-rays. The
doctor recommended that the UF surgery
team operate as soon as possible to have
the best chance of a good outcome.
For a man with no credit and no regular
income — Bendl supports himself and
Nice through the support of friends,
family members and strangers — the
figure and the time frame were daunting.
Bendl said he’s better at telling stories
and encouraging people to stay healthy
than he is at asking for help. But Nice’s
story, as they say, had legs. Thanks to
media stories, his blog posts at www.
worldguy.org and social media, within 10
days enough funds had been collected
to cover Nice’s surgery and most of his
postoperative tests. Bendl said he was
humbled and grateful for every donation,
no matter how small, but two couples in
particular stood out in their generosity.

Bendl began walking with a mission
— to promote diabetes awareness —
after his mother, a former Kentucky
alderman and state representative, died
at 54 of complications from the disease.
He has walked more than 6,000 miles
An elderly Spring Hill couple had been in
in 41 states, in all kinds of weather,
Erik Bendl is shown on March 22 with his dog, Nice, shortly
the process of closing four booths they
after Nice's discharge from UF's Small Animal Hospital
sharing his story and his motivational
operated at the local flea market. Instead
following knee surgery earlier that week.
message — that diabetes doesn’t have to
of storing their inventory, they decided to
be a death sentence. In many cases, it can
donate it all to Bendl after reading about Nice in the local paper.
be prevented through weight loss and exercise and that people
Another couple, owners of a tattoo store in Arkansas, had met
should “love themselves and take a walk.” For the past six years,
Erik and Nice on the road and read about their plight on Bendl’s
Nice has walked with him, a part of his life and his mission.
World Guy blog. Those contributions generated the amount
Nice began limping in Florida during Bendl’s latest journey,
Bendl needed to schedule the surgery.
which began in Pensacola and was to end in Tampa. After
But more than that, Bendl said, they told him that his
getting caught in a storm, he hunkered down in Spring Hill,
encouragement to “get healthy” had prompted both of them to
where a local business owner offered shelter. Nice’s limping
take better care of themselves.
became worse. He saw a veterinarian in the area, who
To him, that meant the most.
suspected a problem involving either Nice’s hip or knee joints.
By Sarah Carey
Bendl sought a second opinion from veterinary specialists at
the University of Florida.
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Bringing home the Bacon – Alumnus and porcine pal go viral
Dr. Len Lucero and Chris P. Bacon are media sensations

When a pot-bellied pig with a congenital handicap

weighed around 1 pound. He had a concept in his head

that kept it from being able to walk was surrendered

involving children’s toys, and made a video to show family and

Dr. Len Lucero, ’12, for euthanasia in early January,
Lucero knew immediately that the pig’s fused tarsus
joint was not surgically correctable.

friends his cute new piggy scooting about in Lucero’s jury-

“He has no extension of his hind legs, and nobody was going

called Handicappedpets.com had a booth in the exhibit hall.

to

to be able to make him a joint,” said Lucero, who practices
in Sumterville, Fla., near Orlando. “But I also knew that no
matter what, I could care for him. I’m a vet, so I can bring him
to work with me all the time; I have the luxury of doing that.”
A day or so later, Lucero, who named the pig Chris P. Bacon,
got to thinking he could help Chris “get mobile” with wheels.
Lucero figured he’d try to build the pig a wheelchair – a
Photo by Maria Farias

challenge with an animal that at the time of surrender,

rigged invention.
Around this time, Lucero attended the North American
Veterinary Conference in Orlando and saw that a group
He visited the booth, told the group’s representative what he
needed, and showed them the video. The rep gave him a small
display model that worked perfectly.
The rest is history. Chris P. Bacon not only got mobile; he
also went viral. An Internet sensation, the precious porcine
has more than 71,000 Facebook fans, more than 4,400 Twitter
followers and upward of 2 million people have viewed Lucero’s
Youtube video.
“I thought my 15 minutes of fame were up months ago, but
it seems like a giant roller coaster and it just keeps going,”
Lucero said.
Chris not only has a customized wheelchair, a stroller and
countless fans; he even has a book deal. He’s been on CNN
with Anderson Cooper, has appeared with Lucero on NBC’s
Today Show and has been covered by numerous print and
broadcast outlets. Media from Australia to Europe to South
America have covered Chris and Lucero’s story, as well as
outlets in their own backyard.
The PR machine was in full force when Lucero brought Chris
to UF for inguinal hernia surgery on June 10. Performed by
UF large animal surgery professor Murray Brown, the surgery
went well and Chris added to his legion of Gator fans with
coverage by the Gainesville Sun and GTN News.
Most important to Lucero, however, is the fact that Chris P.
Bacon is making a difference in the lives of handicapped kids.

Junior UF veterinary students Jennifer Reda and Brian Fryberg watch Chris P.
Bacon walk in his cart inside UF's Large Animal Hospital while Dr. Len Lucero,
'12, captures a photo.
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An inspirational children’s book is in production by Hayhouse
Publishing of New York, and Chris has made an appearance

Photo by Maria Farias

at the Shriners Hospitals for Children in Tampa as well as at
several schools near Orlando.
“If you go somewhere and the kids are shouting out his name,
it’s like a drug, you can’t help but feel so good,” Lucero said.

Photo by Maria Farias

Dr. Murray Brown, left, a professor of large animal surgery at UF, examines Chris P. Bacon while Dr. Len Lucero, '12, helps hold the pig soon after its arrival at UF
on June 10.

Lucero said his ultimate goal is to educate pet owners that
they can work with handicapped animals and that it is
possible to have them as pets. He also wants to continue
to leverage Chris’ feel-good story to help needy and

handicapped children. He hopes to donate proceeds from the
upcoming book and other activities toward this end.
“When I first saw Chris, a lot of thoughts went through my
head,” Lucero said, adding that Chris was a healthy animal,
and he just did not want to put him down.
“If there was an option to keep him alive, I was going to take
it,” he said. “By the end of the day I took him home, I knew I
was going to keep him. We just clicked.”
By Sarah Carey

Chris P. Bacon's customized wheelchair allows him to go most anywhere
he wants.
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Clinical Update

Florida panther recuperating
after leg surgery at UF
A young Florida panther continues to recuperate after
successful surgery on June 7 at UF’s Small Animal
Hospital to repair a fractured right femur. The panther’s

Photo by Jesse Jones

UF veterinary students Meredith Montgomery and Erin Dickerson are shown with zoological medical technician Pia Oresjo and veterinary anesthesia resident
Dr. Bonnie Gatson while transporting the panther from radiology to surgery.

injury was likely caused by having been hit by a car in Collier
County in May. It had received surgery previously and was
recuperating at White Oak Conservation Center in Yulee, Fla., when
it reinjured itself.
Daniel Lewis, D.V.M., a professor of small animal surgery at UF,
performed the procedure, which lasted almost three hours.
The animal, thought to be approximately 9 months old, was
brought to UF’s Zoological Medicine Service the morning of June 7.

Photo by Jesse Jones

Following completion of the surgical procedure, the female panther
was then transported
by Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission
veterinarians back to
White Oak, where her
rehabilitation continues.
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Left: The young Florida panther is shown in the anesthesia
preparation area inside UF's Small Animal Hospital June 7, prior
to receiving leg surgery. Above: UF veterinary anesthesiologists
stabilize the panther in preparation for surgery.

Clinical Update

UF veterinarians successfully remove rock from
cat’s windpipe in rare procedure
Image courtesy of Dr. Moody McCall

If cats really have nine lives, Cora – who has thus far
survived an osprey’s talons after being taken from her
mother at 3 weeks of age and a rock fragment lodged
in her windpipe – has seven more remaining. Thankfully,
at three years of age, she’s got plenty of time to live them out.
Jacksonville resident Barbara McMasters, Cora’s owner,
said she will be forever indebted to her veterinarian, Moody
McCall, D.V.M., at San Pablo Animal Hospital, and specialists at
the University of Florida Small Animal Hospital, for giving her
cat its most recent reprieve.
McCall referred McMasters to UF after she came to his clinic
The white object that resembles a shark tooth in this radiograph is the rock
fragment UF veterinarians successfully removed from a cat’s windpipe in July.

with her cat. Cora showed signs of difficulty breathing and
was behaving “as if she was having an asthma attack and was
in serious respiratory distress,” McMasters said. In addition,

material was, but we knew it was a foreign object,” he said. “It

Cora was throwing herself on the ground and collapsing.

turned out to be a fragment of rock. The endoscope was used

“I couldn’t bear to watch her suffer,” McMasters said. “I was

so that we didn’t have to perform surgery.” The endoscope is

so afraid I was going to have to put her down, and I was

flexible and can be inserted alongside a small catheter that is

truly desperate.”

providing oxygen, he said.

Radiographs revealed a foreign body in the trachea -- a

“It has an interior channel through which a small grasping

medical problem McCall knew he couldn’t solve. Only a trained

forceps was inserted and used to grab the stone and pull it

veterinarian with access to a flexible endoscope could attempt

out,” Specht said. “This is a fairly well established use of the

treatment, and he knew UF had the tools and the expertise to

scope equipment, although respiratory foreign bodies are

help Cora.

relatively uncommon.”

“This is the first time I’ve seen a foreign body in the windpipe

The procedure took about 30 minutes, Specht said. Although

in 27 years of practice,” McCall said.

it was successful, the cat remained in the hospital’s intensive
care unit overnight to ensure a complete recovery.

McCall contacted UF, and McMasters and her daughter

Cora, meanwhile, is doing “fantastic,” said McMasters, who

supervision of Andrew Specht, D.V.M., an assistant professor

rescued Cora when she was a baby after she was dropped by a

of small animal medicine,

low-flying osprey.

Photo courtesy of Barbara McMasters

Brittany, drove the cat to Gainesville. Working under the

Autumn Harris, D.V.M., a
small animal medicine
resident, removed a lifethreatening rock fragment
wedged in Cora’s trachea.
Specht said the initial
radiographs taken by

exactly what the foreign

“I can’t say enough about Dr. McCall and UF, specifically
Dr. Specht, Dr. Harris, Ashley Corlew and all those who
were involved in Cora’s recovery while she was in the ICU,”
McMasters said. “They were the only ones who could help
most heartfelt appreciation for what you do, but also for

the problem was, and what

“We still couldn’t say

with her best friend, the family’s springer spaniel, Daisy.

me. Words cannot ever begin to express my deepest and

McCall “made it clear what
we needed to do about it.”

The cat is back to her normal routines, which include playing

the genuine care and compassion shown to Cora and my
Cora, a cat owned by Barbara
McMasters of Jacksonville, received a
successful procedure at UF to remove a
rock fragment lodged in her windpipe.

family before, during and after the surgery, and even after we
returned to Jacksonville.”
By Sarah Carey
Fall 2013 | 19

Honors, Awards, Appointments & Announcements
for distinguished
research and
scholarship. The
honor includes a
three-year salary
increase of $5,000
and a one-time
$3,000 grant for
research support.

Faculty member honored for
dairy cow research
Klibs Galvao, D.V.M., Ph.D., an assistant professor of large animal clinical sciences at the
University of Florida College of Veterinary
Medicine, has been
honored by UF for
his research in the
area of dairy cow
reproduction.
Galvao is one of 10
UF faculty members to receive a
2013 Excellence
Award for Assistant
Dr. Klibs Galvao
Professors. The
awards are given by the Office of the Provost to recognize junior faculty members for
excellence in research. A campuswide committee made up of distinguished professors
and eminent scholars select the recipients of
the award.
Each award consists of a one-time
allocation of $5,000 in support of the
recipient’s research.
Galvao works in the food animal reproduction and medicine service and is the
college’s dairy extension veterinarian. His
research, teaching and extension focus is
dairy cow reproduction.
Galvao’s research involves both basic and
applied methods to better understand the
reproductive physiology and immunology of
dairy cows. He also works on the development of computer models to estimate the
profitability of dairy farms.

Cough researcher receives
UFRF Professorship
Donald Bolser, Ph.D., a physiologist at the
University of Florida College of Veterinary
Medicine, has received a UF Research Foundation Professorship.
Sponsored by the university’s Office of
Research, the professorships are awarded
to tenured faculty members campus-wide
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Bolser, a professor
in the college’s
department of physiological sciences,
analyzes cough and other airway protective
behaviors and their role in health and
disease. These airway-protective behaviors
have a critical role in preventing respiratory
infections, such as pneumonia. Patients
with neurological diseases, such as stroke,
Parkinson’s disease and multiple sclerosis
suffer from impaired airway protection,
leading to pneumonias.

Dr. Donald Bolser

“Dr. Bolser is a pioneer in this area and has
achieved international recognition for his
research in all facets of cough,” said Paul S.
Cooke, Ph.D., a professor and chair of the
department of physiological sciences.

Anatomy instructor named
Teacher of the Year
Thomas Wronski, Ph.D., a professor in the
department of physiological sciences, has
been named the University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine’s 2013 College
Council Teacher of the Year. He’s a lecturer
and lab instructor
in both large and
small animal anatomy, and a lecturer
in musculoskeletal
physiology.
The council annually selects an outstanding teacher
to receive the
Dr. Thomas Wronski
designation, based
on criteria including knowledge of subject
matter, clarity of presentation, concern
for students’ mastery of subject, fairness,

enthusiasm for teaching and overall interest in student welfare. The winner receives
$2,000 and a plaque.
Wronski is an international authority in the
area of postmenopausal osteoporosis, a disease that affects millions of elderly women.
He developed the use of laboratory rats as
animal models for the study of osteoporosis
and has studied the phenomenon of space
travel-related bone loss in astronauts. Wronski’s current research involves preclinical
testing of new drugs and hormones for the
prevention and treatment of osteoporosis.
Wronski said part of his teaching philosophy
involves trying to avoid things his instructors did that were annoying when he was a
student “many years ago.”
“For example, breaks between lectures are
precious to students, so my lectures are
strictly timed so that I don’t exceed the 50
minute limit,” Wronski said. “I also try to
learn the names of the students as quickly
as possible. It’s especially important for
the freshmen veterinary students to feel
welcome and know that they’re more than
just a number.”

Surgery resident wins
association award
Laura Cuddy, M.V.B., who just completed
a small animal surgery residency at the
University of Florida College of Veterinary
Medicine, was recently honored by a
national professional association for her
achievements in the clinical, educational and
scholarly arenas.
In April, the American Association of Veterinary Clinicians, an organization of veterinary
clinicians engaged in teaching and research
at the professional, graduate or postgraduate level, presented Cuddy with its Resident
Award, which is given annually to two residents selected from a field of all veterinary
residents in North America.
Cuddy completed her veterinary degree
from University College Dublin in 2008. She
then completed a rotating internship in small

Dr. Laura Cuddy

animal medicine
and surgery at
UF in 2009. She
received a Master
of Science degree
at UF in 2011,
and is completing a concurrent
residency in small
animal surgery.

Her thesis research
investigated the biomechanics of the canine
elbow joint and the effects of ulnar osteotomy. Her research has produced two firstauthor publications in the journal Veterinary
Surgery.

Staff member honored by
FVMA
Rachel DiSesa, a former administrative
assistant to the dean at the University of
Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, was
recently named Citizen of the Year by a professional veterinarian association in Florida.
The Florida Veterinary Medical Association
presented DiSesa with the award in April
during its annual meeting in Orlando. The
award is given to
a non-veterinarian
who has made
an outstanding
contribution to the
advancement of
the association and
to the veterinary
profession.
Awards are
approved by a
committee following a nomination process
for members of the Florida Veterinary
Medical Association.
Rachel DiSesa

DiSesa joined the staff at the UF veterinary
college in 2007 from Jacksonville, where
she worked as an executive assistant to the
president of Sauer, Inc.

Emeritus professor named to
Florida Ag Hall of Fame
Paul Nicoletti, D.V.M., a professor emeritus
of infectious diseases at the University of
Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, has
been named to the 2013 Florida Agricultural
Hall of Fame.
Nicoletti and three
others selected
as inductees were
honored during a
banquet held in
Tampa on Feb. 12,
2013.
A 1956 graduate
of the University
of Missouri’s ColDr. Paul Nicoletti
lege of Veterinary
Medicine, Nicoletti began his career with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture in Missouri,
with later duties in Wisconsin, New York,
Mississippi and Florida. Most of his career
was spent with the USDA and later, the UF
veterinary college, where he taught infectious diseases, epidemiology, public health
and food safety for 25 years and influenced
many veterinary students to consider
careers in agriculture and public health.

Nicoletti also served as an epizootiologist in
Tehran, Iran, from 1968-1972 with the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations.
While with the USDA, Nicoletti made a
lasting contribution to Florida agriculture by
improving the procedures used to control
brucellosis, an important disease that affects
both livestock and humans. An internationally renowned authority on this disease,
Nicoletti’s efforts led to the eventual eradication of the disease in Florida.
He retired from the UF veterinary college in
2003, after having amassed several important honors and awards for his achievement.
The Florida Agricultural Hall of Fame
honors men and women for their lasting
contributions to Florida agriculture and
for mentoring youth. Previous inductees
have come from all walks of life including
agricultural teachers, researchers, farmers,
ranchers and government. Their lives and
achievements are commemorated in a
display on permanent exhibit in the Florida
Agricultural Hall of Fame Foundation building
at the Florida State Fairgrounds in Tampa. A
total of 136 people have been inducted into
the Hall of Fame.

Pet Memorial Program
A gift in memory of your client’s or friend’s pet will say you

care in a way that benefits all animals by supporting one of
several programs at the college. When a client’s or a friend’s
pet dies, simply send your donation with the owner’s name
and address and the name of the pet to the college. We mail
a personalized sympathy card to let them know you have
remembered their pet with a contribution. Requests and
cards are mailed on a weekly basis.
Requests can be mailed to:
Pet Memorial Program
UF College of Veterinary Medicine
P.O. Box 100125
Gainesville, FL 32610-0125
For more information, visit our website, www.vetmed.ufl.edu,

In August, DiSesa began a new job at the
college, working for the UF Veterinary Hospitals as coordinator of clinical services.

Pet Memorial Program, email petmemorial@vetmed.ufl.edu
or call us at 352-294-4256.
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Philanthropy

Professor emeritus gives $1 million to UF's
Machen Florida Opportunity Scholars program
A retired University of Florida professor has
donated $1 million to support UF’s Machen Florida
Opportunity Scholars program so students from low-

endowed a scholarship for students with financial need
who are interested in public health. After retiring in 2003,
he endowed another need-based scholarship for students

income backgrounds can follow his path to higher education.

interested in careers in food animal medicine.

Dr. Paul Nicoletti’s gift will create graduate-level scholarships

Machen praised Nicoletti’s commitment to students.

in UF’s College of Veterinary Medicine. He made the gift this

“Dr. Nicoletti is a wonderful role model for aspiring veterinary

winter during a four-month fundraising drive that collected $15

medicine students, and with this gift he’s really raised the

million for the Machen Florida Opportunity Scholars program.

bar,” Machen said. “The next generation of veterinarians will

Donors rallied to support the program after an anonymous

include his great legacy.”

donor gave $10 million in October to rename it in honor of
Bernie and Chris Machen, UF’s president and first lady.
Nicoletti’s own life experience inspired his gift. A $150 Sears
Roebuck scholarship took him from his family farm in
Missouri and helped pay his way through the University of
Missouri. He later obtained a master’s degree in epidemiology
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Throughout his career, Nicoletti received recognition
nationally and internationally for his work on public health,
including in 2010 the prestigious Meyer-Steele Gold Head
Cane Award, the highest honor from the American Veterinary
Epidemiology Society. It is given to scientists who have made
significant contributions to improve human health through
their work in veterinary epidemiology and public health. In

“I have a very special place in my concerns for scholarships

February, Nicoletti was inducted into the Florida Agricultural

and for the support that scholarships give, financially and

Hall of Fame.

psychologically, to students by giving them the opportunity to
go to college,” Nicoletti said.

Machen Florida Opportunity Scholars are Florida high school
graduates from families earning less than $40,000 a year and
neither parent holds a college degree. The average annual

of Veterinary Medicine, he spent 28 years at UF as a faculty

household income for families of Machen Florida Opportunity

member and adviser to many students. While there, he

Scholars is $18,759. Machen’s goal when he established the

Photo by Ray Carson

A professor emeritus of infectious diseases at UF’s College

program was to open UF’s doors to all
qualified Florida high school seniors
regardless of their families’ incomes.
Scholarship recipients are among the
state’s brightest and most talented high
school graduates, and all are accepted to
UF on their academic merits. Only after
acceptance to UF are they considered
for the Machen Florida Opportunity
Scholars program. Since its inception in
2006, the program has supported more
than 2,600 students.
From left to right are Dr. Jorge Alvarez, Dr. Paul
Nicoletti, Dr. Diana Drogan and Dr. Heather Welsh.
Alvarez, Drogan and Welsh were all senior UF
veterinary students when this photo was taken on
May 2.
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Goodbye and thank you, Dean Hoffsis
UF President Bernie Machen, center, presents former UF College of Veterinary Medicine dean Glen Hoffsis with his official portrait
during a eception held June 1 in honor of Hoffsis' retirement. Hoffsis served as the college's fifth dean, from 2006-2013 and left his
Photo by Diana Andersen-Davis

post officially on July 1.

Yes!

I want to support the 				
UF College of Veterinary Medicine

How to Make a Gift:
If you are interested in more information about endowment funds,
estate gifts or other methods of giving, please contact:
Karen Legato
Senior Director of Development and Alumni Affairs
UF College of Veterinary Medicine
P.O. Box 100125 • Gainesville, FL 32610-0125
(352) 294-4256
legatok@ufl.edu
Or visit our Website at:
www.givingandalumni.vetmed.ufl.edu
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Calendar

Photo by Sarah Carey

2013-14

Nov. 9
Jan. 19
April 12

May 9
May 24

The annual CVM Homecoming celebration and fall
Alumni Council meeting will be held at the college.
Contact Micheline Sullivan at m.sullivan@ufl.edu for
more details as they become available.
The college’s traditional UF alumni reception will be
held at 6 p.m. in the Crystal Ballroom of the Marriott
World Center Hotel during the North American
Veterinary Conference. Contact Micheline Sullivan at
m.sullivan.ufl.edu for more information.
The college’s annual Open House, co-sponsored
by the Student Chapter of the American Veterinary
Medical Association, will take place from 10 am. to
4 p.m. The spring Alumni Council meeting will be
held just prior to the event. Check our website, www.
vetmed.ufl.edu for more information closer to the time.
The Sophomore Professional Coating Ceremony
will be held at 2 p.m. at the UF Phillips Center for the
Performing Arts. Contact Jo Ann Winn at
winnj@ufl.edu for more information.
Commencement exercises for the Class of 2014
will be held at 2 p.m. at the UF Phillips Center for
the Performing Arts and will include the annual
Distinguished Award Presentation.

Author, financial advisor, motivational speaker and television host Suze Orman
is shown in her regalia at the college's commencement ceremony, held May 26
at the UF Phillips Center. Orman's niece, Katelyn Stender, was a member of the
Class of 2013 and Orman presented the keynote address. See story, p. 7.

Find us on Facebook and Twitter
www.facebook.com/UFvetmed
www.twitter.com/UFVetmed
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